E364

refuse to register any trademark that
“[c]onsists of or comprises . . . matter which
may disparage . . . persons, living or dead

. or bring them into contempt, or disre-
pute.” 15 U.S.C. 1502(a). The PTO has de-
nied registration of trademarks using the “R-
word” on four separate occasions on grounds
of disparagement—three times in 1996 and
once in 2002.

In 1992, seven prominent Native American
leaders petitioned the Trademark Trial and Ap-
peal Board, TTAB, to cancel the federal reg-
istrations over six trademarks using the “R-
word.” The TTAB in 1999 ruled that the “R-
word” may, in fact, disparage American Indi-
ans, and cancelled the registrations. On ap-
peal, a federal court reversed the TTAB’s de-
cision, holding that the petitioners waited too
long after coming of age to file their petition.
A new group of young Native Americans peti-
tioned the TTAB to cancel the registrations of
the offending trademarks in 2006. The TTAB
held a hearing on March 7, 2013. A final deci-
sion is pending.

Mr. Speaker, despite the indigenous com-
munity’s efforts before administrative agencies
and the courts, the “R-word” remains pro-
tected as a federally registered trademark.
Since the federal government made the mis-
take in registering the disparaging trademark,
it is now up to Congress to correct that mis-
take. Now is the time to end this injustice.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday | introduced H.R.
1278, the “Non-Disparagement of Native
American Persons or Peoples in Trademark
Registration Act of 2013.” | want to thank the
following members for their support as original
cosponsors of this historic legislation: Tom
CoLE (R-OK), BETTY McCoLLum (D—MN), EL-
EANOR HOLMES NORTON (D-DC), RAUL Grijalva
(D-AZ), KAREN BAss (D—CA), GWEN MOORE
(D-WI1), JOHN LEwis (D—GA), MICHAEL HONDA
(D—CA), and DONNA CHRISTENSEN (D-VI).

H.R. 1278 is also endorsed by the following
organizations: National Congress of American
Indians, NCAI, Morning Star Institute, Inter-
national Indian Treaty Council, Native Amer-
ican Rights Fund, American Indian Move-
ment—West, American Indian Higher Edu-
cation Consortium, Americans for Indian Op-
portunity, Capitol Area Indian Resources, Inc.,
American Indian Studies—University of lllinois
at Urbana-Champaign, Program on Informa-
tion Justice and Intellectual Property—Amer-
ican University, Alianza Indigena Sin Fronteras
(Indigenous Alliance Without Borders), Na-
tional Indian Education Association, Native
American Finance Officers Association, and
Tulsa Indian Coalition Against Racism. These
organizations have indicated in letters of sup-
port for H.R. 1278 that the “R-word” continues
to have damaging effects in the Native Amer-
ican community.

H.R. 1278 would cancel existing federal reg-
istrations for trademarks using the “R-word.” It
would also deny registration for new trade-
marks incorporating the “R-word.” As in the
decision made by TTAB in 1999, it ruled, in
fact, that the “R-word” was a disparaging
term.

As an avid sports fan, | applaud the excel-
lence in athleticism and leadership dem-
onstrated by our professional athletes both on
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and off the field. | am also very proud of the
many Samoans and Pacific Islanders who
have had much success in sports, particularly
in the NFL. While | acknowledge the D.C. pro-
fessional football team’s many achievements, |
have grave reservations concerning their
name.

Mr. Speaker, | want to be clear that H.R.
1278 is not an attempt to censor or remove
the freedom of the D.C. professional football
team to use the “R-word” in its franchise.
Rather, this legislation seeks to reinforce gov-
erning law that prohibits federal registration for
disparaging terms, like the “R-word.” It is un-
fortunate that the federal government, which
has a special trust relationship with Native
Americans, continues to protect this racial slur.

It is my hope that H.R. 1278 will advance
the dialogue regarding the “R-word” among
our legislators. | also invite those with a vest-
ed interest in this issue, including the owner of
the D.C. professional football team, to bring
their concerns to the table.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE EMPLOYEES OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES CHILD CARE CENTER
WITH THE 2012 EMPLOYEE EX-
CELLENCE AWARD

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, the
Chief Administrative Officer of the U.S. House
of Representatives is recognizing the House of
Representatives Child Care Center, HRCCC,
team with the 2012 Employee Excellence
Award, which is sponsored by the Officers and
Inspector General of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. The award recognizes employ-
ees from each entity who have provided out-
standing performance to their employer and
who have demonstrated a superior attitude
and demeanor in service to the House over
the period of the last year.

The employees of the HRCCC have dem-
onstrated a high level of drive, determination
and commitment over the past year. They are
dedicated not only to the children, but also to
their parents, the CAO and the House commu-
nity at-large.

While we recognize the HRCCC as a team
I would also like to recognize each teacher
and staff member individually today.

Ladonya Allen

Monica Barnabae

Paige Beatty

Sherleen Boyde

Erica Doody

Suzette Drexel-Carpenter

Shamorrow Hall

Contrinia Hemphill

Suzanne Hite

Michelle Jones

Nicole Price

Jennifer Sekhar

Sharon Steele

Ann Vogel

Kathleen Williams

March 21, 2013

Fareen Wu
Congratulations to the House of Represent-
atives Child Care Center team.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 192ND
ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK INDE-
PENDENCE DAY

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commemorate the 192nd anniversary of Greek
Independence. On this day, we honor the
memory and sacrifice of those who fought and
died to free their nation from occupation. The
revolution brought independence to the
Greece and confidence to other oppressed
peoples around the world who also yearned
for freedom. The message the Greek people
sent out to the world in 1821 continues to re-
verberate today as a beacon of hope to those
who seek the right of self-determination. When
we recognize Greek Independence Day we re-
affirm the ideals and values that inspired
Thomas Jefferson to say that Americans owe
the ancient Greeks a great debt for showing
us the light and helping to lead us out of dark-
ness. Each year that we honor Greek Inde-
pendence, we acknowledge that debt, and by
our example, let oppressed people know that
we stand with them in their quest for freedom.

RECOGNIZING MRS. EVELYN L.
PORTEUS ON HER 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the birthday of Mrs. Evelyn L.
Porteus, who will be turning 100 years old on
April 26, 2013.

Evelyn was a resident of Schoharie, NY for
50 years, where she worked one of her favor-
ite jobs as a docent at the Old Stone Fort—
originally a church turned into a fort during the
American Revolutionary War. Prior to that,
Evelyn was a former graduate (class of 1933)
of and teacher at Oneonta Normal School in
New York.

She lovingly raised a family of four children,
and has six grandchildren, including one
great-grandchild. She now lives at the Wesley
Health Care Center in Saratoga Springs, NY,
where she has resided for the past 12 years.

Evelyn has witnessed momentous changes
in our nation’s history. Her life reflects a con-
tribution to that history. | hope her century of
memories brings much pride and joy to herself
and family members.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Evelyn on this remarkable milestone. |
wish her a special day shared in the company
of her family and friends and all the best in the
years ahead.
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